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1. What is the ‘Marriage Law Postal Survey’ and when will 
it be held?
The survey is a poll of all Australians aged 18 and over. 
Survey forms were mailed out from 12th of September 
2017 and need to be returned by 7th of November.  The 
result will be released on the 15th of November. 

2. What will the survey ask?
Australians will be asked to answer yes or no to the following 
question: ‘Should the law be changed to allow same-sex 
couples to marry?’

3. Why should we participate in the ‘No’ campaign?
By mounting a solid campaign we have the unique 
opportunity to protect our current freedoms and present 
Australians with clear facts about the consequences of 
redefining marriage. 

4. I know the Bible teaches same-sex relationships 
are wrong, but what reasons can I give non-Christian 
neighbours and colleagues to vote no?
The Coalition for Marriage’s campaign is drawing all 
Australians’ attention to three impacts of redefining 
marriage: 

A. Impact on Schools: De-gendering marriage is part of de-gendering society, leading to a 
redefinition of family in school curriculum. Australian  school students have already been 
asked to role-play same sex couples, seen picture books with same-sex characters and 
been told they can use opposite-sex toilets and uniforms. Some of these changes are 
the result of the controversial ‘Safe Schools’ program, which teaches children that their 
gender is fluid and non-binary. Most parents are alarmed by these changes.

B. Impact on Free Speech: LGBTIQ people as a group are specifically protected by anti-
discrimination laws, while many groups whose beliefs may oppose same-sex lifestyles 
are not. Tasmanian Archbishop Julian Porteous’s measured pamphlet about Biblical 
marriage became the subject of legal action in 2016.  Even though the case against 
him was dropped he faced a legal defence bill of over $100,000, while the gay activist’s 
case against him was fully funded by the government.   Other cases from 2017 alone 
include:
• Mark Allaby, who was forced by IBM to stand down from the board of an organisation 
affiliated with the Australian Christian Lobby because of the ACL’s position on same-
sex marriage.
• Coopers Brewery, which capitulated to a boycott and accusations of supporting 
homophobia after its beer featured in a respectful debate between two MPs about 
same sex marriage.  
• Margaret Court, who was vilified in the media for stating she would not fly with Qantas 
after the airline started campaigning for same-sex marriage. 
Most Australians support the idea of a fair go and respect people’s right to express their 
beliefs openly.
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C. Impact on Religion:   Same-sex marriage, if legalised, 
could become a compliance issue for schools who refuse 
to teach it. Christian churches, charities and schools 
already have tenuous exemptions from state-level anti-
discrimination laws.  In the UK, where same sex marriage 
is legal, a Jewish girls’ school is now facing closure after 
failing a registration visit because it does not teach girls 
between the ages of 3 and 11 about sexual orientation 
and gender re-assignment. In the USA, UK, Ireland 
and Canada some Christian bakers, photographers, 
accommodation providers, marriage celebrants and 
ministers have faced legal action for not wanting to 
facilitate a same-sex wedding on the grounds that doing 
so conflicted with their religious beliefs.  Draft legislation 
allowing for same-sex marriage in Australia has not 
included sufficient protection for any of these groups. 
Most Australians support the role Christian churches, 
schools, and charities play in society.

5. How can I get involved in the campaign to 
encourage Australians to vote no?
ARPA encourages you to do the following: 

A. Pray:  Ask God to prevent this attack on marriage 
from being successful. Pray for a change of heart 
and the impact of the gospel on those campaigning 
to redefine marriage and ask God to use this debate 
as an opportunity to explain the beauty of Christian 
marriage.

B. Talk:  Bring up the marriage issue in discussion with 
your neighbours and colleagues. You can start by telling 
them that you’re going to vote ‘no’ and, if they engage 
in your discussion, you can use the three arguments 
above to reach out to them. ARPA representatives in 
each church will distribute pamphlets you can hand 
out which explain the effects of same sex marriage 
simply and effectively. 

C. Go Door-Knocking: Coalition for Marriage is 
coordinating an Australia-wide door -knocking 
campaign. Sign up as a volunteer via www.
coalitionformarriage.com.au or email the Coalition’s 
WA coordinator, Peter Abetz (peter.abetz@gmail.
com) with the name of the Federal electorate you live 
in and he will put you in touch with your local campaign 
organiser. Once you’ve completed the online training 
you’ll receive pamphlets, an identification lanyard 
and an area map. You can door-knock on your own 
or in groups. Trials in Sydney have shown the door-
knocking process to be incredibly effective and 
surprisingly non-confrontational. The vast majority 

of householders welcome the gesture and each interaction only takes one 
to two minutes. ARPA representatives have completed the training and are 
happy to endorse it as the best way to get involved.

D. Donate: Coalition For Marriage is asking for donations. The cost of running 
adverts on major TV networks is $35,000 per day and so far Western Australia 
alone has had 400,000 pamphlets printed. Visit https://www.coalitionformarriage.
com.au/ to make a  donation.

E. Write & Call:   Write a letter to the editor or call in to a talkback radio station  
if the matter is being discussed. Ministers are encouraged to contact their 
area’s local newspaper and speak to one of its journalists about why they 
support a ‘no’ vote. Spread the word on Facebook and Social Media that it’s 
ok to vote no.

6. Why is ARPA recommending the Coalition for Marriage and not producing 
its own brochures?
The Coalition’s campaign materials are balanced and effective for targeting 
voters who are not yet sure how they’ll vote. Participating in a coordinated 
effort to distribute this material nation-wide makes sense and prevents 
duplication of effort. There is nothing to prevent you from speaking in more 
depth about the biblical foundation of marriage should you wish to do so.

7. What are the Biblical foundations of marriage? 
Marriage was defined and instituted by God. The book of Genesis describes 
how, already in the Garden of Eden, God brought Eve to Adam. It declares 
that “a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24).  This definition of marriage 
predates all other institutions, including the state. Throughout the Bible, 
marriage is exclusively heterosexual. When homosexual relationships are 
mentioned, they are associated with societies and individuals living in 
separation from God (Romans 1:18-32). Ephesians 5:23 teaches that the 
marriage relationship of a husband and wife reflects the complementary and 
faithful relationship between Christ and the Church. The Bible holds marriage 
in high esteem, protecting it through prohibitions on divorce and forbidding 
any sexual relationships outside of marriage. Healthy heterosexual families 
are the foundation for a strong society .

8. ‘Yes’ supporters are arguing that they just want equality. How do we 
respond to that?
Same-sex couples in Australia already have full equality with de-facto 
heterosexual couples. In 2008 and 2009, Federal Parliament passed a range 
of laws giving  homosexual couples the same rights as heterosexual couples 
in areas such as social security, immigration, taxation and superannuation. 
Opponents of same sex marriage are not calling for these laws to be 
repealed. It is also worth pointing out that same sex marriage is not a human 
right, even amongst countries that have legalised it. The European Court of 
Human Rights ruled on 9 June 2016 that same sex marriage is not a human 
right and no EU member state is under obligation to grant same-sex marriage 
on the basis of human rights.¹ On the other hand, under Article 18 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Australia is a 
signatory, institutions and individuals have the right to religious freedom.
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9. Do all same-sex couples want to get married?
In places such as Canada and the Netherlands, where 
same-sex marriage has been legalised, less than a 
third of same-sex couples end up marrying. Some are 
even publicly opposed to same-sex marriage on the 
grounds mentioned above.2

There are also children brought up by same-sex 
couples who have spoken out publicly against same-
sex marriage. Heather Barwick told news.com.au, 
“Same-sex marriage and parenting withholds either a 
mother or father from a child while telling him or her 
that it doesn’t matter. That it’s all the same. But it’s 
not. A lot of us, a lot of your kids, are hurting.” 3  Katy 
Faust, the daughter of lesbian parents, told ABC 
News, “While my mother was a fantastic mother and 
most of what I do well as a mother myself I do because 
that’s how she parented me, she can’t be a father. Her 
partner, an incredible woman - both of these women 
have my heart — cannot be a father either…  Children 
have rights ... the onus needs to be on adults to 
conform to the rights of children rather than children 
fitting into an adult’s lifestyle.”4 The complementarity 
of husband and wife provides children with role-
models of both the same and opposite sex.  

10. Is the push for same-sex marriage part of 
something bigger?
Yes. It is noteworthy that throughout human history even 
societies which celebrated same-sex relationships never 
elevated them to the status of marriage. Hence, while 
individual same sex couples may have a genuine desire  
to  marry,  the push  for same-sex  marriage  today can be 
viewed as part of a broader movement for social change.

Publicly-available quotes from prominent activists 
support this. In 1996, Lesbian Social Historian E.J. Graaf 
wrote:

“The right wing gets it: same-sex marriage is a 
breathtakingly subversive idea.. same-sex marriage will be  
a  direct  hit  against  the   religious  right’s   goal  of re-

enshrining  biology as destiny. Marriage is an institution that towers on our social 
horizon… Allowing two people of the same sex to marry shifts that institution’s 
message.” 5  

In 2012, LGBTIQ activist Masha Gessen told a panel at the Sydney Writers Festival: 
“Fighting for gay marriage generally involves lying about what we’re going to do with 
marriage when we get there, 
because we lie that the institution of marriage is not going to change, and that is a 
lie. The institution of marriage is going to change, and it should change, and again, I 
don’t think it should exist.” 6

Prominent LGBTIQ activist and La Trobe University academic Ros Ward (who 
authored the controversial Safe Schools program), is a Marxist. Marxists support 
the transfer of power to a centralised state and target marriage precisely because 
it represents two institutions that act as a restraint on state power: families 
and the church.7 This partly explains the involvement of groups such as Socialist 
Alliance, The Greens and GetUp! in pushing for same-sex marriage in Australia. 
GetUp!  has received significant funding from socialist billionaire George Soros. 8

11. Will the survey’s  result be binding on parliament?
Unlike a referendum, the outcome of the postal survey is non-binding. It does not 
force parliament to legislate in a certain way but instead gauges the feelings of the 
community. Under Australia’s Constitution the Federal Parliament has the ability 
to legislate on marriage without consulting the public. This last occurred in 2004, 
when the Howard government passed an amendment to the Marriage Act which 
specifically defined marriage as between one man and one woman. 

12. If the definition of marriage was clarified in 2004, why is a survey being held 
now?
In 2004 the traditional definition of marriage had widespread support from all 
major political parties. However, as a result of significant lobbying and changing 
community standards, the position of both major parties on same-sex marriage 
has changed.

The Labor party has changed its platform twice. In 2011 it allowed its members 
a conscience vote on the issue and in 2016 went even further, announcing that 

Marriage was defined and instituted by God

Unlike a referendum, the outcome of the postal survey 
is non-binding. It does not force parliament to legislate 
in a certain way but instead gauges the feelings of the 
community. 
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by 2018 Labor members would not be allowed a 
conscience vote and would be forced to vote in favour 
of same sex marriage. Labor has promised to legalise 
same-sex marriage if they are elected to govern.

In the Liberal-National Coalition the issue of same-sex 
marriage has been incredibly divisive.  MPs who support 
same sex marriage want a conscience vote in parliament, 
but a large number of conservative MPs have threatened 
to leave the Coalition if a conscience vote is allowed. The 
idea of holding a nation-wide poll to gauge whether there 
is public support for same-sex marriage prior to allowing 
a conscience vote in parliament was the Coalition’s 
compromise solution.

13. What happens after the postal poll?
If the poll returns a ‘no’ vote the issue will hopefully 
remain dormant for some time. A strong ‘no’ vote may 
encourage the Labor party to reconsider its pledge 
to legalise same-sex marriage if they win the next 
election.  If the poll returns a ‘yes’ vote a number of 
conservative MPs have indicated they will vote in favour 
in a conscience vote and any bill to legalise same-sex 
marriage is likely to pass. The focus will then shift to 
ensuring any bill to legalise same-sex marriage includes 
rigorous religious protections.  This will put a number of 
MPs in the difficult position of having to decide whether 
to support a bill which guarantees some protections for 

freedom of speech and religion or whether to have nothing to do with legalising 
same sex marriage in any form.

Where can  I get further information?  
https://www.coalitionformarriage.com.au/  (includes downloadable flyers)
https://www.whyvoteno.org.au/ 
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About ARPA
The Association for Reformed Political Action 
(ARPA) is a non-partisan Christian organisation 
that encourages our elected representatives to 
maintain and promote the Christian foundations  
of our Australian society.

ARPA provides advice and leadership on social and political issues 
to its grassroots supporters and encourages them to engage in the 
public sphere. ARPA is affiliated with the Free Reformed Churches 
of Australia, whose 4000+ members form 16 congregations and 
operate 7 schools across Australia.

ARPA would like to encourage all readers who are interested in 
any further information regarding the content of this brochure to 
contact us via email. Your support is paramount in assisting ARPA to 
be a voice for Christian values in the political arena.

Alternatively, if you wish to make a direct 
contribution, our banking details are:

BSB: 036-032

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 41-0498

We thank you for your contributions and pray that 
God will bless the work of ARPA into the future.

Contact email address: 

admin@arpa.com.au


